
 

WADE Adolphus Harry    D.C.M. 

Rank: Serjeant   Scots Guard 2nd Battalion.  

Age: 24  Date of Death: 24/08/1916  

Service No: 10695  

Awards: DCM  

 

 

Troop ship SS Lake Michigan & 

men of the 2nd Gordons and 2nd 

Scots Guards on board the 

troopship SS Lake Michigan on 

6th October 1914 en route to 

Zeebrugge. 

 

The 2nd Battalion in August 1914 was in 

the Tower of London.  In September 1914 

it was attached to 20th Brigade, 7th 

Division. The 7th Division was formed 

during September and very early October 

1914, by the bringing together of regular 

army units from various points around the British Empire. They were initially moved to Belgium, landing at 

Zeebrugge on 6 October 1914, to assist in the defence of Antwerp. However, by the time they arrived the city 

was already falling, and the 7th were instead ordered to hold certain important bridges and other places that 



would help the westward evacuation of the Belgian army. For three weeks they held the line against a force six 

times its strength. The men endured a desperate battle to halt the German army in its attempts to take Ypres and 

move on to the Channel port of Calais.Once the Belgians were through, the Division were moved westwards, 

where they entrenched in front of Ypres, the first British troops to occupy that fateful place. First Battle of Ypres 

The Division fought the advancing German army to a standstill at Wipers. All units suffered grievous losses, 

and it was not until the following January/February that it was once more in a complete enough condition to be 

considered at full fighting strength. After First Ypres, it was often known as the Immortal Seventh. Adolphus 

crossed to France 2
nd

 April 1915. 

     

        On  the  9 August 1915, the 2nd Battalion was transferred to 3rd Guards Brigade, Guards Division. This 

Division has the distinction of being formed in France in August 1915, and remained on the Western Front 

throughout the war.  The Guards were regarded as being among the elite units of the British Army. The Battle of 

Loos, and subsequent Action of Hohenzollern Redoubt  & the battle of the Somme, where Adolphus was killed. 

According to the Telegraph he was killed trying to rescue an officer. He had 3 brothers serving in HM Forces. 

The Essex County Standard 6 November 1915 :- "Private Adolphus Wade, 2nd Scots Guards, a native of 

Rowhedge, has received the D. C. M. for great Gallantry at Feustubert on May 9th 1915. It was necessary to 

place a mortar in an opening on which the Germans were pouring their shells. One poor fellow, who attempted 

to put the gun into position had his head smashed. Wade then volunteered, succeeded in placing the gun and 

worked it for several hours. He escaped all injury. On another occasion he saved a lieutenant's life by 

bayoneting a Prussian Guardsman. a moment later the officer in return saved Wade's life by shooting another 

Prussian. his parent's live at Canning Town, and the Mayor of West Ham ( Councillor H. Dyer J. P,), on behalf 

of the residents; has just presented Private Wade with a radium wristlet watch and purse of money with 

illuminated address. Wade is 6 foot 2 inches. Prior to enlisting he was employed at Rowhedge Ironworks. When 

a lad he rescued three children from the river Colne."  

  

The oldest British award for gallantry and second only to the Victoria Cross, the Distinguished Conduct Medal 

(DCM) was awarded to enlisted personnel, non-commissioned officers and warrant officers of any nation, in any 

branch of the service, for distinguished conduct in battle. 

 



 

  

The 2nd Battalion, Scots Guards digging trenches near Ghent on 9th October 1914  

(C) IWM 

Arthur Wade, his father 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission shows he was the son of Mr. and 

Mrs. A. A. Wade, of 104, Malmesbury Rd., Canning Town, London.  In the 1901 

Census he is shown as Adolphus Wade aged 7 born & living in East Donyland 

Scholar . His father was Arthur Wade aged 43 born & living in East Donyland 

working as a Mariner & mother Janette aged 39 born & living at East 

Donyland. His father, Arthur shown below, was a member of the crew of Valkyrie 

II, a challenger for the America's  Cup  in 1893. 

  

  

  

  

 



Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead Grave/Memorial Reference: C. 3. 

 Cemetery: MORY STREET MILITARY CEMETERY, ST. LEGER 

Mory and St. Leger were occupied by Commonwealth troops in the middle of March 1917. They were lost after 

obstinate defence by the 40th and 34th Divisions a year after and recaptured towards the end of the following 

August, after severe fighting, by the 62nd (West Riding) and Guards Division. The first Commonwealth burials 

were made in Mory Street Military Cemetery in 1917. The cemetery was once considerably larger, but 48 

German and certain French graves were later removed. The cemetery now contains 66 Commonwealth burials 

and commemorations of the First World War. Five of the burials are unidentified and six graves graves 

destroyed by shell fire or removed after the Armistice are now represented by special memorials. No. of 

Identified Casualties: 61 

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE, LANGENHOE 

 


